Celebrating Languages

Bilingual and trilingual
children at the Royal Spa
Nursery




We ensure that children learning English and
those have additional languages have full access
to the curriculum and are supported in their
learning and in development and maintenance of
their home languages. We display pictures that all
children can identify with and carefully choose
nursery toys and resources to reflect diversity. We
have books in different languages, that you can
borrow and you are always welcome to come in to
sing rhymes and songs in your home language.

For Families who have English as an additional
language we use the services of EMAS (Ethnic
Minority Achievement Service). They can help us
to assess your child’'s development in their home
language, and, when needed, give support to
individual children when they are in the over 3’s
nursery.

Is it an advantage to speak more than one language?
It is an advantage to speak more than one language and a
skill that your child can feel proud of. A child who speaks
more than one language can communicate with more
people internationally and understand different cultures. Bi
&Trilingual children can easier learn more languages.



Should parents speak their first language or English at home?
Please speak to your child in your first language, even if they
reply in English. Thus they will continue to learn and
understand your first language. They will also be able to
communicate with your extended family and feel secure in
their identity. If you speak in your first language you will give
your children the foundation they need to learn English at
nursery.

Some parents say they are not teaching the family language
as they want their children to use English first.

The younger a child is, the easier it is to learn a language, so it
is important to speak your first language to your child. The
best possible start to learning English is to have a strong
foundation in their mother tongue.

Do children with more than one language speak later?
Children’s development of speech and language varies greatly
whether or not they speak more than one language. Some
children learn to speak later than others, regardless having
one, two or three languages at home.

Is my child confused if she sometimes uses English words
when speaking the home language, or home language words
when speaking English?

It is very common for children to use words from their different
languages while talking. Children will often use the words they
know, rather than not saying anything at all. The child is not
confused, she is making use of all the language she has.



